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INTERNATION/L CONVENTION FOR
THE SAFETY OF LIFE AT SEL, 1974

THE CONTRACTING GOVERNMENTS,

BEING DESIROUS of promoting safety of life at seca by ostablishing in
common agroecment uniforn principles and ruleos dircoted thercto,

CONSIDERING that this ond nay bost be achieved by tho conclusim of e
Conventlion to roplace the Intoermational Convention for tho Safoty of Life at
Seca, 1960, taking scoount of developrents since that Convention was conoluded,

HAVE AGREED as followa:
Lirticle I

General leigations under the Convention

{(a) The Contracting Governnents undertake to give effect to the provisions of
the present Convention and the /fnnox thereto, which shall constitute an integral

part of the present Convention. Every roforence to the present Convontion

constitutes at the sane time a reforcnce to the lnnox.

(b) The Contracting Governuents undertoke to promilgate all laws, decrees,

orders and regulsations and to teke all other stops which may be necessary to
gilve the present Convention full and conplete effiect, so as to ensure that,

fron the point of viow of safety of life, a ship is fit for the sorvice for

which it io intended,
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sxticle IT

lpplicetion

The present Convention shell apply to ships entitled to fly the flag of
States the Govermnents of which are Contracting Governments.

Lrticle IIY

Lowo, Remulations
The Contracting Governnents undertoke to communicate to and deposit with
the Secrotary-General of the Intor-Governnentel Maritine Consultative
Orgonization (horoinafter referred to as the "Orgonization"):

(a) o list of non~govornnental agencies which are suthorized to act in their

behalf in the adninistration of noasurce for safety of life at mseoc for
circulation to the Contracting Govornnents for the infomation of their officerss

(b} the text of laws, deorces, orders and regulations which shall have been
promulgated on the various natters within the scope of the present Convention;

(¢) a sufficicnt nunber of specinens of their Cortificates isoued undexr tho
provisions of the prosent Convention for cixculation to the Contracting
Governnients for the information of thelir officeors,

Article IV

Cagog of Yorce Majeure

(&) A ship, which is not subject to the provisions of the present Conventiocn ot
the tine of its departure on any voyapge, shall not become subject to the
provisioneg of the present Convention on account of any deviation fron ite
intended voyogo dus to stress of weether or any other cause of force nsjeure.

(v) Persons who are on board a chip by roason of force mojeurc or in
consequence of the obligation ledd upon the master to carry shipwrecked or
other persong sholl not be taken into account for the purpose of ascertaining
the application to o ship of any provisions of tho present Convention.
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srtiole V

Carriare of Pergons in Fnierpency

(a) For the purpose of evacunting persons in order to avoid o threat to the
geourlty of their lives a Contraocting Government nay pormdt the carriage of a
larger muwber of persons in its shipe than is otherwise permiseible under

the present Convention,

(v) Such permission shall not deprivo othor Contracting Governnents of any

right of control under the prosent Convention over such ships which cone

within their ports.

(¢) Notice of any such pernission, fogether with a statenont of the oircunstances,
shall be sent to the Secretary-Genornl of the Orgoenizotion by the Contracting
Governnent granting such pernission.

Lxticle VI
Prior Troatics ard Conventiong
(a) 48 botween the Contraciing Covernments, the present Convention replaces
and abrogotes the Intornationnl Convention for the Sofety of ILife at Sea
vhich wag signed in Iondon on 17 June 1960,
(b) A1l other +troatics, conventions and arrongencnts relating to safety of

lifc at sea, oxr matters appertoining thereto, at present in force betweaen
Govornnonts partics to the prosent Convention shall continuce to have full

and conplete effect during the toxms thercof as reogerdss

(i) ships to which the present Convontion doep not applys

(11) ohips to which the present Convention applies, in respect of
natters for which it hos not expressly provided.

(¢) To the extent, however, that such treaties, conventions or arrangenonts
Confliot with the provisions of the present Convention, the provisions of tho

pregent Convention shall prevail.

(d) 411 motters which are not expressly provided for in the presont Convention
ronain osubject to the legislation of the Contracting Governnents,
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Article VII

colnl Iules drown up by dgpoovont
Vhen in socordance with tho prescnt Convontlon sypecinl rules are drawn
up by agreencnt haetvoon all or sone of the Contrcoting Governnonts, such
rulos gholl be cormmnicoated to the Secretary-Generxal of the Organization
for circulation to oll Controoting Govermnenta,

Article VIII
Auondnents

(a) The present Convention may bo anended by either of the proccdurcs
gpocified In the following paragruphs,
(b) Anendments after congideration within the Oxganizations

(1) Any snondnent proposed by o Contracting Governnont shall bo subnitted
to the Secreteory-Goneral of the Organizotion, who shall thon
circulate it to all Heubers of tho Organizoation and all Contraciing
Governnents at leost six nonths prior to its considoration,

(ii) Any anondnent proposcd and clroulated as above shall be reforred to
tho Maritine Safety Comnittee of the Organization for consideration,

(111) Contracting Govermnonts of States, whether or not Members of the
Orpgonization, shall be entitled to participate in the proccedings
of the Maritine Safety Connittee for the comsideration ond adoption

of nnendnento,

(iv) Acendnonts shall be adoptoed by o two-thirds majority of the
Contracting Govermnents presont and voting in the Marditine Zafoty
Cormittec expanded as provided for in sub-parasroph (1ii) of this
poregraph (hereinafter referrcd to as "the expanded Moritine
Safety Cormittee") on condition that at least one-third of the
Contracting Govermnent shall be prosent at the tine of voting,
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fnendpento adoptod in nocordsnce with sub-parograph (iv) of thin
poregraph shall bo corrnmionted by the Socrotory-Genorsl of thoe
Orgondzotion to oll Controcting Govornments for oeceptance,

(1) An anondrniont to an Article of the Convention or to Chnsptor I

(2)

(1)

of the Annox shcll be decned to have been accepted on the dote
on which it is acospted by two-thirds of the Contracting

Governnents,
An anendmont to the Annex to the Convention othor than Chepter I
sholl bo doonod to hovoe been accepteds

(an) ot the ond of two yoars fron the date on whioh it is
corrmniontod to Contracting Governnente for acceptances ox

(bb) at tho ond of o differont period, which shall not bo lens
than one yeor, if so determined ot the tine of its adoption by
a two-thirde nmajority of the Contracting Governnenta presout
and voting in the expanded Maritire Safoty Cormidttee., Howeover,
if within the specified poriod either more than one~-third of
Controoting Governnents, or Controoting Governments the
combinod perchant floets of which constitute not loss thon
fifty per cont of the gross tonnage of the worldte norchant
fleet, notify the Secretary~General of the Organization that
they object to tho omendment, it shall be decmed not to have
been ccceplod,

An apendopent to an Article of the Convention or to Chapter I
of tho Amnox shall enter into force with respect to those
Controcting Govermments which h:we ancceptod it, nix nontho
oftor the date on which it is decned to have boen ncceptod, and
with reaspect to each Contracting Government which accopto it
after that dote, six nonthe aftor tho date of that Controcting

Governnont!s acceptance,
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(2) 4n apendnent to tho Annex other than Chopter I sholl enter
into force with respoct to all Contraoting Governnonta, oxcept
those which have objeoted to the anendunent under sube
paregraph (vi)(2) of this paragrarh, six nonths nfter the dnte
on which it i deemed to have been accep{:ed, Howeverx, before
the date sot for entyy into force, any Contracting Governnent
ooy sdve notice to the Sooretary-General of the Orgonizotion
that 1t oxenpts iteclf fron giving effect to thot onondmont for
o period not longer than one year fron the dote of its entry
into force, or for such longor period ng nay be determined by
o tuwo-thirds majority of the Controcl_.ag Governments prement
ond voting in the expnnded Moritine Safety Cormittee ot the
tine of the adoption of the anendnent,

(o) Anendnent by a Confercnce:

(1) TUpon the request of a Contracting Government conourred in by ot least
one~third of the Contracting Governments, the Oxgonization shall
oconvene & Conference of Contracting Govermments to consider anondnments
to the prosent Convontion,

(ii) Evory anendnent adopted by suzh n Conference by o two~thirds majority
of the Contracting Govemnments present and voting shall be commmunicated
by the Seoretary-Genoxnl of the Organization to all Contracting
Governnonte for acceptance,

( iii) Unless the Conference decides otherwise, the amendnent shall be deenoed
to have been accopted and shall entor into force in accordance with the
procedures specified in sub~parographo (b)(vi) and (b)(vii) respectively
of th*s Article, provided that refercnces in these paragrophs to the
oxponded Moritinoe Safety Comnittoe shall be taken to noan roforences

to the Couferenco,

(d) (1) A Contxacting Govornnent which has accepted an amendment to the Annex
which has entored into force shall not be obliged to extend the bonefit
of the present Convention in respoct of the certificates igssued to o
ship entitled to fly the flag of a State the Government of whioh, pursuant
to the provisions of oub~paragraph (b)(vi)(2) of this Artiocle, has
objected to the amendmont, but only to the extent that suoh certificates
relate to matters covered by the amondnent in question,
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(ii) 4 Contracting Goveanent which has acocptod an omondriont to the Annox
whioh has enterod into force mey oxtond the bonefit of tho precoent
Convention in xroegpoot of tho cortificates issued to a ship entitlod
to fly tho flag of a State the Governnent of which, pursuant to the
provigions of gub-paxagraph (b)(vii)(2) of this Articlo, has notified
the Secretory-Genoral of the Organization,

(o) Unlesc expressly provided othorwiso, any anendnent to tho presont Convention
nade wnder this Article, which relates to the structure of a ship, shall apply

only to ships the keels of which are laid or which are at a sinilecr stago of
congtruotion, on or after the date on which the anendnent entors into force.

(£) Any docloration of aceeptance ofy or objection to, an anendnent or any
notice given under sub-peragroph (b)(vii)(2) of this Article shall be subnitted
in writing to tho Secrotary-Goneral of the Organization, who shall infornm all
Contracting Governnants of any such subnilssion and the dete of its rooedpt.

(g) The Socretary-General of the Organization shall inform all Contracting
Governnents of any amondnente which enter into force under this Article,
togethor with the date on which cach such aspendnent enters into force.

Lrticle IX

Signature, Retificotion, fcgeptance, spprovel and ficcegsion

(n) The present Convention shall rerain open for signature at the Headquartors
of the Orgonization fron 1 Novembor 1974 wntil 1 July 1975 and ghall thereafter

romoin open for nccepgion. Governnentes of Stotos noy beconie parties to the

present Convention by:
(i) signaturo without rosorvation as to ratification, acceptence or
approval; or

(ii) pignature subject to ratification, ccceptence or approval, followed

by ratificotion, acceptance or approval; or

(1i1) acceosion,

(v) Ratifiocation, acceptanco, approval or acccssion shall be effected by the
deposit of an instrunent to that cffect with the Secretary-General of the

Organizetion,
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(¢) The Secretory=-Genernl of the Organization shall infom the Governnents of
all Stotes vwhich have signoed the prosent Convontion or acceded to it of any
signature or of the deposit of any instrunont of ratification, aoooptance,

approval or acoession ond the date of its doposit.

Article X
Entry in_@ Foxgo
(a) The presont Convention shall entor into force twelve nonths aftor the date
on which not leoss than twenty~five Governnents of States, the conbined nerchant

fleets of which congtitute not less than fifty por cent of the gross tonneoge
of tho world's merchent shipping, havo becono parties to it in accordence with

Article IX.

(b) Acocptances deposited after the dote on which the present Convention enters
into force shall teko offect three ronthe after the date of thelr deposeit.

(c) After the date on which an ancndnent to the present Conventicn is deemod
to have beon accepted under Article VIII, any inetrunent of ratificotion,
accoptance, approval or accession doposited shall apply to the Convention as

anondod,

Articlo XI

Denunciotion

(a) The present Convention may bo denounced by any Contracting Governnment at
any tine after tho expiry of five yoore from the date on which tho Convention

entors into forece for that Governnent.

(b) Denunciation mholl be effected by the deposit of an instrunont of
denuneiation with the Seoretery-Goneral of the Organizotion who shall notify
all the other Contracting Govermnicnts of ony ingtrunent of demuncintion received
and of the date of its receipt oo well as tho date on which such demunciation
tokes offoct,

(¢) 4 denunciation chall take offect ocne year, or such longer period as noy

be specified in the instruncnt of denunciation, after its roceipt by the
Seerctary-Goneral of tho Oxganization,
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Aztiolo XIT
Depogit ond Resdstration

{a) The prosont Convention shall Ve depooited with the Scoretory-Gonoral of

the Organization who shall transnit cortified truc coples thoroof tc¢ the
Governuents of all Stater which have sigmed the prosent Convention or acceded

to it.

(b) As soon as the present Convontion entera into force, the text shall be
transnitted Ly the Socretary-General of the Orgenization to the Secrotary-Genoeral
of the United Natione for registration and publication, in accordance with
Article 102 of tho Charter of the United Nationa,

Artiole XIII

Languones
The present Convention is establishoed in a single copy in the Chinese,

English, French, Rurgian and Spanish lenguages, ococh toxt being equally
euthentic, Official translations in the Arabic, German and Italion languages

shall be propored and depositod with the signed original,

IN WITHESS WHERECF the undereimmed, being duly authorized by their
respeotive Governnents for that purpone, have signed the present Convention.

DOI‘E AT Lomm (AR A R R N R AR RN E T EARAE SR R AN EE R R R R NN R AN AR AR R R R R RN N

AL A AR XX R R S AR R R AR RN N N R N N R R E R RN A N N R N R R R R AR AR R RN RN R



