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INTERN.ATION/.L CONVENTION FOR 
THE S/Ji'fil'llY OF LIFE AT SEA, l974 

TEE CONTRt.CTING GOVEl<NMENTS, 

:BEING DESIROUS of promoting safoty • of life at soa by ostabliahi11a in 

oont1on agrooment un1£oro prinoiples and rulos dirootod thereto, 

CONSIDERING that this ond oay bast be achicv0d by tho oonoluaiJn of e 

Convention to r0placo tho Intorna.tiono.l Convention for tho Safoty of Lifo a:t 

Sea, 1960, talcing aooount of developoonte sinoe that Convention was oonoludod, 

Bii.VE AGREED as follows: 

/.rtiole I 

General Obligations under tho Convention 

(a) Tho Contracting Govornoents undertake to give effeot to the provisions of 

the present Convention and the 1.nnox thereto, whi.ch shall oonotituto an integral 

port of the preaont Convention. Every roforence to tho presont Convontion 

conatitutoo at the eaoe tino a roforonco to tho l,nnox. 

(b) The Contro.oting Govarnoonts undertake to prooulgate all la.wf1, dooreoa, 

orders nnd regulations and to toke o.11 other ato1>0 which mn;y be n.eceoao.ry to 

givo the presont Convention full and cooplete efj:'ec.,ii, 130 a.a to ensure that, 

froo the point of viow of eo..i'otr of life, a ship is fit for the sorvice for 

which it is intonded. 

For reasons of eeonomv, this document is printed in a limited number. Delegates 
are kindly asked to bring their copies to meetinfl" and not to r11qu111t addttional c<1ples. 

---------------·--·----------' 
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.. :.rtiolo II 

J.pplicc.tion 

The present Convention ahl"..11 apply to ships onti tlod to fly tho flo.g of 

States tho Govornnenta of which ora Contraoting Gnvor.ncents. 

J.r-ticle III 

J4..nwo, Regulo.tiona 

Tho Contro.oting Governr1onts undertlllce to ooI:JOUnicoto to and. depoei t with 

the Secroto.ry-Genornl of tho Intor-Gove:moontol Maritioo Conaultativo 
Ortronizo.tion (horoino.fter reforred to ns tho "Organizo.tion"): 

(a) a liot of non-govornnontal ogenoioa which a.re outhorizod to oot in their 

behalf in the adninistration of ooaouxoo !or safety of life at sea for 

oirculation to tho Contracting Govornnonts £or tho in.fomation of t~oir officers; 

(b) tho text of lawo, deoreos, orders and reGUlationa whioh shall hnve been 

proouleo,tod on tho various nattcro within tho scope of the present Convention; 

(c) n sufficient nunber or apcoinons of thoir Cortifiontoo isouod undor tho 

provisions of tho present Convontion for circulation to tho ContraotillG' 

Govornr1onts for tho infoma.tion of their officers • 

..".rticle IV 

Cnsos of Foroe MD,jeure 

(a) A ship, which io not subject to the provisions of the prosont Convention ut 

the tine of its departu:re on o.ny voyage, ahru.l not becooe subject to the 

provisions of the present Convention on account of any' doviation froo ite 
intended voyO,(J,o dua to stress of weather or ,:my other onuoe of force oajeure. 

(b) Persons who o.ro on boo.rd o. chip by rooaon of force oo.jouro or in 

consequence of the oblieation laid upon the mater to oo.rry- ohipwrcoli:ed or 

other persons shall not bo taken into account for the purpoco of ~scoz~nining 

the application ton ship of OllJ' provisions of tho preDent Convention. 
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1.rtiole V ----- ... 
CorrJ.:3-m.9f Pers,2_WJ. J.Jl »:1ert;,,"';ll-!1Z 

(a) For the pur.,?ose ot ovaoUQ.ting persons in order to avoid a. throat to the 

security 0£ their lives a Oontmot:tna Governoant oa:, pomit the oarriai~ of a 
lar(;'G:r nuobor of persona 1n its ships tho.n is otherwise pemissible under 

the present Convention. 

(b) Such poroiaeion ohnll not doprivo othor ControotiilG' Govornnonto of ruw 
ric;ht of control undor tho prosont Convontion over suoh ohipo which ooua 

within their ports. 

(o) Notice of o.cy such pomiasion, together with a stateoont of the oircunetanoos, 

shall be sent to tho Socrotary-Genornl of tho OrG'(l.nizntion by the Contraotinc 

Govornoent granting suoh pomisaion. 

J..rt:icle VI ------
.. Pr.1 ... · o.:.r:;...;;;Tr;;;;..;oa._t..,;:I..,.o .. s.....,ar,_,d ___ C_o_11_v ... on_t...,i~ 

(n) As between the Contro.ctinc Governnento, the present Co1~1ontion repla.cea 

o.nd abrocro,tos the Intornat:f.orm.l Convontion tor tho &:-.fety of Lifo o.t Seo. 

which wo.a sianod in wndon on 17 June 1960. 

(b) li.ll othor troo.tioe, 001wontio11s and a..rmnauaents rolo.ting to oafoty of 
lifo o.t con, or mtters a.ppertnininG thereto, at praaont in foroo bet·wcon 
Govornnonts partioe to tho proaent Convention shall continuo to oove full 

o.nd conplote ef.feot during the toms thereof cs roaa:rdea 

(i) ships to which the present Convention doao not apply; 

(ii) ships to which the prosont Convant:f.on a.p;,,lios, in res11ect of 
oo ttera for whioh it h..'"'.s not expressly provided. 

(o) To tho extent, howover, that suoh treaties, conventions or arra.neononta 

" conflict with the provisions of the present Convention, tho l)rovisions of tho 
Dresent Convention shnll prevail. 

(d) li.11 rottera which aro not oxpreealy provided· for 1n the present Convontion 

roroin oubjeot to tho leeisla.tion of the Controotincr Govornoonts. 
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.l1.rticle VII 

§J2ooinl, }:~es ~.'I;Pwn up b,;y; J.t.l~ouont 

Whon in o.ooord.o.noe with tho proaont Convontion o:)ooio.l rules ru:e dro:wn 

Ul) by o.greeoont hotwoon a.11 or so::.ie of tho Contro.otina Govorimonts, auoll 

ruloa oha.11 be ootllJUllico.ted to tho Sooroto.ry-Ganernl of the Orc;o.nizc.tion 

for oirculo.tion to ell Conti"O.otine Governoents. 

1.u::-ticlo VIII 

Ju:1ondnon ta 

(a) Tho present Convention my b~ ooended by either of the proooduros 

specified .in the followina parocrupha. 

(b) 11.oondnents after oonsidoro.tion within the Orcnnization: 

(i) l.n::, c.oondoent proposed by o. Contro.otinc Govo1nnont shall bo subcl ttod 

to tho Secretl'.:cy-Gonoro.1 of the Oranniza.tion, who shllll them 

oiroula. te it to n.11 J.Ioubors of tho O:rcn:nizc. tion o.nd all ContZ'{'.oti!lB' 

Govornoonto o.t lonst six r10nths prior to ito oonsidoration. 

(ii) .Any" auondnont propoaod end oi.roulo.tod no above shall bo reforrod to 

tho Hnri tine So.fety Cotltli ttoe of the Orc'.>-aniza tion for oonsidero. tion. 

(iii) Contro.ctinc' Governoo:nts of Sta.tee, whether or not r.Ionbers of tho 

Orcnnization, shall bo ontitled to po.rticipato in the proc~edinc:,~ 

of tho Mo.ri ti.no S..1.foty Corm ttGo for ·the oonsidaro. tion end a.dop·!;ion 

of o.nondoenta. 

(iv) l.nendoonts slmll bo adoptod by o. two-thirds mjority 0£ tho 

Contrtl.otin6' GovernIJonts proeont cnd votina 1n tho ?'..ari tino Ea.foty 

Cormitteo expanded as p:ro~ided for in eub-:pn.raGT~ph (iii) of tl1is 

po.rafl'.,ropb (borailmfter rotor.rod to as "tho expe.nded Ho.ri tino 

So.fet;y Cor.JIJittee") on cont1it1on that o.t least one-thirc1 of the 

Contra.ctinc Gove:r.nnent shall bo prosont a.t the title of voting. 
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(v) f.J:JondI:lenta a.doptod in nooordonoe with aub-pa.r",,gro.ph (iv) of tlrlo 

p~ph alla.ll bo oooounior..tod by the Socrota.ry-Genora.l of tho 
Orga.n:lzo.tion to all Oontra.oting Govo:rnconto £or o.ooopto.noo. 

(vi) (1) An o.uondnont to on Article of the Convention or to Chri,ptor I 
of the A:nnox ohc.11 bo dooood to ha.ve boon o.ooeptod on tho do.to 

on which it is o.oo~pted by two-third.a of the Contrnoting 

Govorno011te. 

(2) .kn ot10ndoont to tho Amlox to tho Convontion othor than Chc,pter I 

ohall bo doonod to ho.vo been a.ooeptod: 

(oo.) a.t tho ond or two yoara froo the do.to on wh:l.oh it is 
ootltIUiliontod to Contro.oting Govornoenta for a.ooeptanoo; or 

(bb) o.t tho ond of o. difforont period, which shall not bo leas 
than ono yoa.r, 1£ so detaroinod a.t tho tine of ita adovtion by 

a. two-thirds oojority of tho Contracting Govornoenta prosont 
and voting in tho expanded Moritico So.f'oty Cor.nitteo. !Iowovor, 
if within the specified poriod either nora than one-third of 
Controoting Governoents, or Contro.oting Governoonta tho 

cocbinod porohant noeta of whioh conati tute not locm than 
fifty :per oont of tho gross tonnage of the world' e norchnnt 
fleet, notify tho Secretary-General of tho Oreaniza.tion tlw.t 

they object to tho ooondcont, it sho.11 bo deocod not to ho.vo 
boon c..cooptod. 

(vii) (1) An aoondoent to an Artiolo of the Convention or to Cha.ptor I 
of tho ,'\mlox eho.11 onter into .foroo with rospeot to thooo 
Contro.oting Gove1'ntlents which ha.ve o.ooeptod it, oi:ic oontho 

a.ftor the do.to on which it io deooed to ho.ve boen oooaptod, and 
with reopoot to oa.oh Contra.oting Governnont which nooopto it 
o.f'ter tlw.t do.te, oix o.ontha a.ftor tho do.to of thc.t Contro.oting 

Govarnoont•s o.ooepto.nco. 
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(2) ,t,n QOend!lent to tho lumex other thnn Chopter I oh.all enter 
into f'oroe with respoot to oll Contracting Govoriltlonto, except 
those whioh llavo objeoted to tho aoendr.lent under sub-
~ph (vi)(2) of thio pnragro:i;h, six 0011ths o.t'tor tho do.ta 

on which it ia daened to ha.ve been o.ooopted. However, before 
the do.to aot for ent~"Y into force, ony Controotill8' Governoont 
coy glve notice to the Sooretary-Gcmeral of the Or8'011iza.tion 

thnt it oxenpto itself froo giving effoot to tha.t ooondoont for 
a. period not longer tho:n one year £roe the do.ta of its entry 
into force, or for such longor period ne ~ be detemined by 

a. two-third.a mjority of the Controo·~_.ig Governoento preaent 
and votins in the expo.nded Mo.ritioe Bnf'ety Cotlilittoe a.t the 

tioe of tho adoption of tho Otl8ndoent • 

(o) Aoondoent by a. Conference: 

(i) Upon the requeot of a Contra.oting Govorno.ent concurred in l:,,J at least 

one-thiz-d of the Contro.oting Governr:ienta, the Orga;nizo.tion sl'lO.l.l 

convene a. Conforanoe of Contro.oting Govarmaonts to oonsidor oo.ondoonta 

to the proeent Convention. 

(ii) Every lltlendoent o.dopted by au-,h t\ Conference by o. two-thirds c.a.jority 
of the Contracting Governoents present ond votinB' sball bo ooIJO'Wlioatod 
by the Saoretnry-Genorol of the Organization to all Contmotins 
Govornoonte for aooaptonoe. 

(iii) UnleDs the Conforenoo decides otherwise, the Otlendoent shall be deonod 

to ho.ve beon o.ooeptod and shnll ontor into force in oooordo.noe with the 
prooadurea f3l)eoi£iod in sub-porca-rnpho (b)(vi) and (b)(vii) roapootivoly 

of th',o Artiolo, provided tha.t ref'ercnoes in theso pa.ra,s:rophs to tho 
oXpandod Ma:ritioo Safety Coooittoe oholl be token to ooon roforonoos 
to the Conf'eronoo. 

(d) (i) A Contracting Govornoent which hilt.I aocepted on aoendoent to the Annex 
whioh has ontored into f'oroe ehnll not be obligod to extend tho benefit 
of the present Convention in reapoot of the oertifioatea iasued to a 
ohip onti tled to fly tha .f'lag of o. Sta.to the Governoent ot whioh, pureunnt 
to the provisions of oub-po.rtlfil.'Oph (b)(vi)(2) of thia Artiola, ha.a 

objected to the ooendoont, but only to the oxtent tha.t suoh oortif'ionteo 
relate to onttero oovarod by tho ooondnent in quoation. 



- 7 - S0LAS/C0liF /.D/2 

(ii) A Contrncting Gov0k ~nent whioh ha.a aoooptod an o.oondr.:iont to tho linnox 

whioh bus ontorod into forco ncy oxtond the bone.fit or tho procont 

Convontion in roepoot of tho oortifionteo iasuod too ship ontitlod 

to fly tho !lag of a State the GovernrJont o.f which, pursUD.nt to tho 

provisiono 0£ sub-po.ragraph (b)(vii)(2) of thio Artiolo, has notified 

tho Seoreta.ry-Genorol of tho Organization. 

(o) Unlosc oxprossly provided otherwiso, o.ny ru:1ondnent to tho prasont Convention 

i:10.do undor thio Article, whioh relates to tho structure of o. ship, aooll o.pply 

only to ships the keels of which o.ro la.id or which o.ro at a ainilc..r stage of 

construotion, on or n.ftor tho date on which tho a.t.1onc1Llont entl.llro into force. 

(i') lJry doalo.ration of' acoept~..nce of, or objection to, an aoendo011t or o:ny 

notioo ~ivon undor sub-po.rogra.ph (b)(vii)(2) of this .Article shall bo subnittad 

i:n writina- to tho Secrotary-Gcmoro,l of tho Orgoru.zo.tion, who aho.11 il"..foro all 

Contracting Governoonts of nl'lY auoh subuission ond. the date of ita rooeipt. 

(g) The Sooroto.ry-Genora.J. of the Organization shall inforo all Contra.oting 

Govorru.1cnts of any ooonc1'1ento which enter into force under this llrtiolo, 

together with tho do.te on which oo.!'Jh ouch ooonclmmt enters into force. 

J;,.rticlo DC 

.s1eture2 Rc.tif1oo.tion2 li.CO<':mtanoe, .l.1.PProvcl and 11.ccoosion 

(o.) i'ho preoent Oonvontion aooll reno.in open £or aignaturo o.t tho Heo.clqu.."U'tora 

of the Organizo.tion fron l Novor:1bor 1974 until l July 1975 and sholl thereafter 

romin opon for aooeeoion. Govornoenta of Stutoa ocy booo□o po.rties to tho 
present Convention by: 

(i) aignaturo without rosorvo.tion no to rnti.f'icn.tion, a.cco:pte.11.00 or 

npprovo.l; or 

(ii) oig;na.ture GUbjoct to ro.tificntiont c.oceptcnoe or o.pprova.l, followed 

by ro.tifioo.tion, aoooptanco or approval; or 

(iii) aoceoaion. 

(b) Ro.tif.ioation, aooeptanoo, o.pprova.J. or acc0ooion sooll bo effootod by tho 

deposit of an inotrunent to thut offoot with tho Seoretory-Genero.l of tho 
Orgnnizction. 
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(o) The Secratary-Genoral of tho Qrganizction ahn.ll ini'om the Gover:nr..ionts 0£ 

all States whioh havo oignod tha pros011t Oonvontion or aooedod to it of any 

sie;nntura or of the deposit of any i11struno11t of ra.tifiontion, nooopto.noe, 
opprovnl or o.ooeaaion anu the dnte of its doposit. 

A:ftioleL 

mP:trY injp For90 

(o.) Tho presont Convention shall ontor into .f'oroe twelve oonths a.ftor the date 

on which not loss than twanty-fivo Govo:rnoonta of Stntoo, the ooobinod oorohnnt 

neota of which oonoti tute not less than fifty por cont of tho gross tOl'.llU',88 

of tho world's norolw.nt shipping, ho.vo booono parties to it in aooordonoe with 
Article IX. 

(b) aoooptanooa depositod after the rlo.ta on whioh tho present Convontion antors 

into foroe oho.11 tclto offoot throe contha o.fter tho dete of their deposit. 

(o) Aftor the dato on which 0.11 o.uondr.lont to the present Convontion is deeood 

to hnvo boon accepted under Artiolo VIII, any inetruoent of ratifioction, 

accoptanco, approval or noooosion dopositod sho.11 apply to the Convention ns 

ar:iondod. 

Lgtiolo XI 

Denunoic. tion 

{a) The preoent Convontion i:my bo denounced by any Contraot:.ne Governnant nt 

any tine o.i'ter tho expiry of £ivo yoo.ro froa the dnto on which tho Convention 

entoro into forco for tlmt Gove:rnr.1ont. 

(b) Donunoiation shall bo effoctod by the dopoait of an inotrunont of 

donunoiation with the Sooretcry-Gonorcl of the Orcnnizotion who slw.11 notify 

all tho other Contracting Gover.nnonte of ony inotruoent of denunciation received 

and of the cla.to of its receipt no well no tho dato on which such denunciation 

tctkes off oct. 

(c) A danunoiation oba.ll take offoot one yeo.r, or auch longer period a.a ony 

bo specified in the inatrunont of denunciation, after ito receipt by the 

Soorotary-Gonorol of tho Qrao.nization. 
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ALt.,!plo XJI 

Do~ooit c:AA Roljiot~ation 

(a) Tho proeont Convontion clmll bo dopooitcd with tho Sooretary-Gonoral of 

tho Or8'0ll,ization who shall transrd t cortifiod true oopiea thoroof' tc tho 

Governnonts of all Sto.too which ho.vo aignod the prooent Convention or oooedod 

to it. 

(b) As ooon a.a the preoent Convontion ontcra into foroe, tho text shall bo 

transoitted by tho Soorotary-Genorol of tho Oraanizo.tion to tho Soorotary-Gonoral 

of tho Unitod Nationc £or roaiatration and publication, in a.ooordanoe with 

Article 102 of tho Charter of tho Unitod Nations, 

Artiolo XIII 

LM@lfl:QiO O 

The present Convontion io oatabliohed in a sin,_s-le oopy in tho Chinese, 

English, French, RUC'sian MC. Spanish lv.neuagoa, co.oh toxt beina equally 

c.uthentio. Official translations in the .Ara.bic, Geroan and Ita.lia.11 lanCUAges 

shall bo propnred and deposited with the si(;'Iled orieirull. 

nq WIT.NESS WHEREOF tho unde.rsic.nod, bciine duly o.uthorizod by thoir 

raspaotive Govornrnmts for tho.t ]?Ul:j,)ooo, havo oia,ned the prooent Convontion. 

DOHE AT LONDON••••••••••••••••••••~••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 


